
AEEU opinion on the Water Resilience Strategy 

Agroecology Europe supports the writing of a European Water Resilience Strategy. Nowadays, 

water availabilities and water access are important challenges, especially for the agricultural 

sector. 

First, Agroecology Europe (AEEU) would like to recall that access to water and sanitation are 

recognized by the United Nations (UN) as human rights1. Agroecology Europe also recalls the 

UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas2, that 

stresses the rights for peasants and other people living in rural areas to have access to, 

sustainably use and manage water bodies (see Art. 17, 21). 

The agricultural sector is facing systemic challenges related to water scarcity or excess due to 

the effects of climate disruption (droughts, heavy rainfall, …)3. Indeed, problems and solutions 

depend on regions and should be addressed accordingly4.  

Moreover, as recalled by the European Environment Agency in its 2024 report Europe’s state 

of water5, conventional agriculture is the most significant source of pressure on both surface 

and groundwater, as a result of water use and pollution from the intensive use of chemical 

inputs (fertilizers, pesticides, …) and is the largest net consumer of water in the EU. 

Conventional agriculture is also responsible for the deterioration of soils and nature hindering 

their capacity to ensure ecosystem services related to good water management6.  

In that context, it is paramount to transform the European agriculture and food system 

towards an agroecological European agriculture and food system.  
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Agroecology has demonstrated, through its practices and research, its capacity to restore 

water cycles and to be more resilient in the face of climate change impacts7. The Water 

Resilience Strategy should emphasize agroecology as the most promising agricultural 

approach for water management and resilience.  

In parallel to bringing agroecological practices in the fields, the EU food system must adapt to 

climate change and its effects by also reconsidering the type of crops and other products to 

produce. More adapted and resilient types of production must be integrated in the EU food 

system8. 

Moreover, the current EU food system is dependent on imports9 and relies on exports to 

maintain its current form10, and this globalized food system has a major impact on water 

availability and water management all over the world11. By transforming the EU food system 

towards agroecology, it might be possible to reduce the pressure on other ecosystems in other 

parts of the globe, and ultimately the pressure on water. For instance, industrial production 

and consumption of livestock are to be addressed and transformed as they pose a major threat 

on water12. Territorial and agroecological livestock systems13 are to be considered while 

promoting diet changes at the consumption level.  
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The governance and management of water is a complex dynamic as it involves various 

stakeholders14. Nevertheless, solutions must be science-based, respect human rights related 

to water management and use, consider the water cycle as a common good15 and serve the 

objectives of making the EU food system resilient. Still along with that argument, agroecology 

must be prioritized and solutions that are already promoted and implemented should be 

reconsidered (e.g. huge reservoirs16)17. 

The Water Resilience Strategy should call for the EU to make use of the CAP budget to support 

the transition towards agroecology by supporting advisory services dedicated to agroecology, 

and by supporting farmers in their transition (risk management, specific infrastructures, …). 

Farmers groups and other organizations engaged with agroecology are paving the ways for 

the implementation of agroecology in Europe and to restore the water cycle. The EU should 

take stock from their experience and support them in developing and sharing their knowledge 

and experience.  
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